[Kawasaki disease and atherosclerosis].
The existence of endothelial damage in impaired coronary arteries, both aneurysms and regressed aneurysms, even during the chronic stage of Kawasaki disease (KD) has been reported by morphologic and functional studies. In addition, based on our results of endothelial-dependent dilatation in systemic arteries or the pathological findings in weaning rabbits in the chronic stage of KD-like allergic coronary arteritis by administering a hypercholesterol diet, it is suggested that vascular endothelial dysfunction, not only in coronary arteries but also in systemic arteries, could exist in the KD patients even in a chronic stage, and also suggested that a history of KD was possible to be one of the risk factor for the early onset of atherosclerosis.